In the Claims 




1. (currently amended) A method of deploying a fixed wireless access communications 
network such that a specified level of link performance is maintained, said network 
comprising a plurality of base stations and a plurality of subscriber stations, each 
subscriber station being arranged to communicate with one of the base stations via a 
communications link, said method comprising the steps of> 

(i) receiving a request including a proposed te-change to the communications network; 

(ii) determining a level of link performance provided by each of the communications links 
taking into account the proposed change; and 

(iii) effecting the proposed change if each of said determined levels of link performance 
are greater than the pre-specified level of link performance. 

2. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said step (ii) of 
determining comprises calculating a predicted level of link performance on the basis 
of location information about th e l ocations of regarding each base station, and each 
subscriber station and information about the communications links between each 
subscriber station and its associated base station. 

3. (original) A method as claimed in claim 2 wherein said information about the 
communications links comprises information about a fixed frequency plan used to 
arrange the communications network. 

4. (original) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said step (ii) of determining 
comprises measuring the level of link performance. 

5. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said proposed change 
to the communications network comprises the addition of an additional subscriber 
station, and wherein said step (iii) further comprises, i f at l e ast on e of sa i d 
d e t e rm i n e d le v el s of li nk p e rformanc e i s not groator than sa i d spec i f i ed l eve l , then 
keeping said propos e d additional subscriber station on hold and not effecting the 
proposed change if at least one of said determined levels of link performance is not 
greater than said specified level . 

6. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said proposed change 
to the communications network comprises the addition of an additional subscriber 
station and wherein said method further comprises the step of selecting a chosen 




base station with which the additional subscriber station is to communicate if the 
proposed change is effected . 

7. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 6 wherein each of the 
communications links is associated with one of a plurality of communications 
channels and wherein s a i d st o p of selecting a baso ctation the method further 
comprises selecting a channel for communication between the proposed additional 
subscriber station and the chosen base station. 

8. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 7 wherein said channel is selected 
on the basis of information about the communications network and-in an arbitrary 
manner. 

9. (original) A method as claimed in claim 7 wherein said channel is selected on the 
basis of a fixed frequency plan. 

10. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 7 wh i ch further compriG o c, 
wherein if at least one of said determined levels of link performance is not greater 
than said specified level for said channel , then the method further comprises 
selecting a different channel for communication between the additional subscriber 
station and t he chosen base station rep e ating th o mothnd fnr thg r , nm n nhnc o n hnm 
stat i on but a diff e rent s ele cted channel . 

11. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the specified level of 
link performance level may diff e r is different for different subscriber stations. 

12. (original) A method as claimed in claim 2 wherein said predicted link performance 
levels are determined on the basis of estimated link budgets. 

13. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 2 wherein said predicted link 
performance levels are determined on the basis of a calculated value C/O+A+NV 
where C is an estimate of the- a carrier level for the link. I is an d i vid e d by th e sum of 
e stimates estimate of e ach of tho an interference level for the link, A is an estimate 
of an plus th e adjac e nt chann el interference level for an adjacent channel for theh 
link , and N is an estimate of the- a noise level for the link . 

14. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 5 which further comprises the step 
of calculating a ratio of the- a number of additional subscriber stations placed on hold 
to th e a total number of requests including a proposed change to the 
communications network comprising the proposed additional of an additional 
subscriber station. to add cubecr i b e r stat i ons tn thn n ^ twnrk 



(original) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said fixed wireless access 
communications network is organised according to a fixed frequency plan, 
(original) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said fixed wireless access 
communications network is not organised according to a fixed frequency plan, 
(currently amended) A computer system for deploying a fixed wireless access 
communications network such that a specified level of link performance is 
maintained, said network comprising a plurality of base stations and a plurality of 
subscriber stations, each subscriber station being arranged to communicate with one 
of the base stations via a communications link, said computer system comprising:- 
an input arranged to receive a request including a proposed te-change to the 
communications network; 

a processor arranged to determine a level of link performance provided by each of 
the communications links, taking into account the proposed changed to the 
communications network; and wherein said processor is further arranged to allow the 
proposed change to be effected if each of said determined levels of link performance 
are greater than the ppe-specified level of link performance. 

(currently amended) A computer program stored on a computer readable medium 
and arranged to control a computer system such that a fixed wireless access 
communications network may be deployed whilst a specified level of link 
performance is maintained, said network comprising a plurality of base stations and a 
plurality of subscriber stations, each subscriber station being arranged to 
communicate with one of the base stations via a communications link, said computer 
program being arranged to control said computer system such that:- 
a request is received including a proposed te-change to the communications network; 
a level of link performance provided by each of the communications links is 
determined, taking into account the proposed change; and 

said change is effected if each of said determined levels of link performance are 
greater than the pre-specified level of link performance. 

(currently amended) A fixed wireless access communications network comprising:- 

a plurality of base stations and a plurality of subscriber stations; 

a communications link between each subscriber station and one of the base stations; 

and wherein each ef-said communications Hnks Jink provides a specified level of link 

performance. 



20. 



A fixed wireless access communications network as claimed in claim 19 wherein the 
I locations of the base stations are selected according to a fixed frequency plan, and 

the frequencies of said- each communications links are- js selected according to the 

fixed frequency plan. 



